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ground still exists bristling with stumps of trees, and farther on a network of new streets, yet unbuilt, is laid out. You might think you were seeing a new organism forming under your eyes, dissolving and reconstituting the primitive landscape.
Obviously the site was not intended for the free development of a great center of population: it is a sort of isthmus enclosed between the Sound and Lake Washington, bounded on the south by the swamps of the Duwamish River, interrupted on the north by two bays and a little lake. Steep slopes descend almost to the water's edge, there being no level ground except in the estuary of the river, where it is the temporary domain of tides and floods. The town has hewn out a home for itself. The residential quarters have found a place for themselves on the hills. In the most picturesque spots,— on the shores of Lake Washington, on the heights of Green Lake and Union Bay—what remains of the forests has been spared and transformed into lovely English parks. Along Puget Sound, the business quarter, the docks, the railway termini have been obliged to encroach on the heights and on the shore, to do which they had recourse to an original method. The hillFi, composed of clay and loose gravel, have been played upon by powerful jets of water and the torrents of mud deposited on the edge of the Sound, to be consolidated later by wooden and concrete piles; in the same way the swamps of the Duwamish have been filled in to provide a site suitable for the construction of factories and warehouses. As to the harbor itself (which is at the present time divided into two parts: Elliott Bay, with its piers, and, farther north, beyond a point, the lumber harbor), it requires, to attain its full development, the completion of the important works already begun.
Tacoma, with a population of only 73 inhabitants in 1870 and of 100,000 at the present day, offers similar features, less striking perhaps, owing to its more moderate extent. The wharves are more restricted between the Sound and the hills, which have not undergone the same radical treatment as in Seattle; the ground has been subjected to fewer upheavals; the parks, remarkable for their beauty and size, recall more vividly the primitive forests out of which they have been formed and with which they merge imperceptibly. But, like her neighbor, Tacoma impresses by the suddenness of her prosperity and by the contrast that she offers with the region of wild appearance surrounding her.

